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Definitions

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, in this subchapter:

(1)

(2)

3

4)

)
(6)

(7)

(8)

“Airport” means an airport that is open to the general public for
the landing or takeoff of aircraft with or without a prior request to
use the airport.

“Executive Manager” means the Executive Manager of the
Travis County Transportation and Natural Resources
Department.

“Health care facility” means a hospital, a nursing home, or
overnight facility that provides medical care or treatment under
the direction of a licensed physician to four or more persons
unrelated to the proprietor or operator of the facility.

“Individual residence” means any structure intended to serve as
the primary residence of, and is actually inhabited by a human
being. A structure is presumed to be an individual residence if it
is designed for human residential habitation and is connected to
water and electrical utilities.

“Minor facility” means a transfer station or recycling facility.

“Major Facility” means any solid waste processing and disposal
facility other than a minor facility

“Neighborhood” means any manufactured or mobile home
development, apartment or condominium complex, subdivision;
or community having a total of nine or more individual
residences or residential units and an overall average density of
one residential unit or more per acre

“Place of worship” means an enclosed structure that is owned
by a religious institution or organization and that is used

! Chapter 62 was adopted by the Travis County Commissioners Court on 7/22/2003, (item 34).
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(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

primarily as a place of regular group ceremony or meditation,
education, and fellowship, the purpose of which is to manifest or
develop reverence, homage, and commitment in behalf of a
religious faith.

“Processing and disposal” means the discharging, depositing,
injecting, dumping, spilling, leaking, placing, collection, handling,
transportation, storage, or processing of solid waste, including
the systematic control of the activities of generation, source
separation, treatment, composting, recycling beneficial use,
resource recovery, or land application.

“Public park or historic facility” means real property owned or
operated, or a facility officially designated as historic pursuant to
express statutory authority, by a unit of federal, state, or local
government that is used for the primary purpose of public
congregation or visitation for recreation or historical or scientific
education.

“Public water well” means a water well that is owned or
operated by a utility subject to regulation by the TCEQ and that
presently supplies or is capable of supplying potable water.

“Receptor” means a public water well, school or day-care
center, place of worship, health care facility, public park or
historic facility, individual residence, or neighborhood.

“Recycling facility” means a solid waste processing and disposal
facility where paper, plastic, glass, or metal materials that are
scrapped, discarded, used, surplus, or obsolete or have served
their intended use are collected, separated, or processed and
returned to use in the form of raw materials in the production of
new products rather than being permanently disposed of at the
facility.

“School or day-care center” means a public or private facility,
other than a home school, attendance at which satisfies the
compulsory school attendance requirements of 825.085 and
825.086, Education Code, as they existed on the effective date
of this chapter, or a daycare center as defined in 842.002
Human Resources Code, as it existed on the effective date of
this chapter.

"Solid waste” means solid, liquid, semisolid, or contained
gaseous waste resulting from or incidental to municipal,
community, commercial, industrial, institutional, agricultural,
mining, or recreational activities, including sludge, garbage,
rubbish, refuse, ashes, street cleaning, dead animals,
abandoned automobiles, and other discarded material. The term
does not include
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62.002
(@)

(A)  solid or dissolved material in domestic sewage, or solid
or dissolved material in irrigation return flows, or
industrial discharges subject to regulation by permit
issued under Chapter 26, Water Code,

(B) or sail, dirt, rock, sand, and other natural or manmade
inert solid materials used to fill land if the object of the fill
is to make the land suitable for the construction of
surface improvements,

(C) waste materials that result from activities associated with
the exploration, development or production of oil or as or
geothermal resources and other substances or material
regulated by the Railroad Commission of Texas under
891.101 Natural Resources Code, or

(D) hazardous waste.

(17) “Solid waste processing and disposal facility” means land,
structures, appurtenances, and other improvements on land,
used for management or disposal of solid waste, including any
incinerator, landfill, transfer station, or land application,
beneficial use, or composting site. The term includes a publicly
or privately owned solid waste facility consisting of several
processing, storage, or disposal operational units such as one
or more landfills, surface impoundments, or a combination of
units.

(18) “TCEQ’ means the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality or any successor agency.

(19) “Transfer station” means a fixed facility used solely to facilitate
the transfer of solid waste from collection vehicles to long-haul
vehicles for transport to another solid waste processing and
disposal facility for further or final processing and disposal.

(20) “Unit” means a discrete area of land or an excavation; or a
building where solid waste is actually processed or disposed of,
that may be smaller than the facility within which it is located,
and that does not include land, structures, appurtenances, and
other improvements on land that are beyond that area in which
solid waste is actually processed or disposed of.

Application of Ordinance

Processing and disposal of solid waste in areas not meeting the
requirements of 8862.003 through 62.006 is declared to be an
inappropriate land use and is prohibited, unless Travis County issues a
variance pursuant to 862.007. This chapter does not apply to:
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(c)

(d)

Q) landfills that are classified as Type I, Il, IlI, or IV by TCEQ rules
at 30 Texas Administration Code 330.41, as it existed on the
effective date of this chapter

(2)  areas inside the corporate limits of any municipality;

(3) an area for which an application for a permit or other
authorization under Chapter 361, Health & Safety Code, has
been filed with and is pending before the TCEQ prior to the
effective date of this chapter;

4 an area for which a permit or other authorization under Chapter
361, Health & Safety Code, has been issued by the TCEQ prior
to the effective date of this chapter;

(5) an area to which 8361.090, Health & Safety Code, applies;

(6) processing and disposal of biosolids at a municipally-owned
municipal wastewater treatment and biosolids facility; or

(7)  any activity that otherwise qualifies as solid waste processing
and disposal, but constitutes a de minimis activity, including
collection stations for household hazardous waste or citywide or
roadside cleanups; composting and land application of source-
separated yard trimmings. clean wood material, vegetative
material, manure, and paper; mulching operations; agricultural
operations that compost and use agricultural materials onsite;
and disposal of litter or other solid waste generated by an
individual on that individual’s own land for other than
commercial purposes not exceeding 2000 pounds per year; a
minor change to the pattern or place of processing and disposal
within the outermost perimeter of a facility’s footprint that does
not increase the maximum height or overall volumetric capacity
of the facility, or any similar activity that the Executive Manager
determines to be de minimis.

Where this chapter requires solid waste to be processed and disposed
of at certain distances from a receptor, those distances shall be
measured from the edge of each individual unit in which solid waste
processing and disposal is to be permitted to the edge of the area lying
within 100 feet of a receptor that existed the date the application for the
permit or other authorization in question is filed. No requirement to
process or dispose of solid waste at a certain distance from an
individual residence, school or day-care center, place of worship,
health care facility, public park or historic facility shall apply if the
owner has filed with the Executive Manager and in the Travis County
Real Property Records written consent to the processing or disposal of
solid waste at a distance closer than that specified by this chapter.

Unless otherwise required by state or federal law, no department,
official, or employee under the supervision of the Travis County
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Commissioners Court may issue a county permit or other approval for
a solid waste management or disposal facility that does not meet the
requirements of this chapter. Any permit issued based on false,
incorrect, or incomplete information produced in association with the
permit application is voidable.

62.003 Siting Criteria for Minor Facilities

Solid waste may be processed and disposed of at a minor facility only if it is
located at least 350 feet from all:

Q) public water wells;

(2)  schools or day-care centers;

3) places of worship;

(4)  health care facilities;

(5)  public parks or historic facilities; and
(6) individual residences.

62.004 Siting Criteria for Major Facilities
Solid waste may be processed and disposed of at a major facility only if

(1) itislocated at least 1500 feet from all:
(A)  public water wells;
(B) schools or day-care centers;
(C) places of worship,
(D) health care facilities;
(E)  public parks and historic facilities; and

(F) individual residences; it is located at least 5280 feet from
all neighborhoods;

(2) itislocated at least 500 feet from the recharge zone of the
Colorado River Alluvial Aquifer, including associated terrace
deposits, as depicted by the Geologic Atlas of Texas, Qal and
Qt Map Units, Austin Sheet, University of Texas at Austin
Bureau of Economic Geology, 1974 (reprinted 1995);

3 it is located outside the recharge and contributing zones of the
Barton Springs and Northern segments of the Edwards Aquifer,
as mapped by TCEQ under 30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 213 and
housed at TCEQ’s Region 11 Office, and the Trinity Aquifer
recharge zone as depicted by Aquifers of Texas, Ashworth, J.B.
and Hopkins, J., Report No. 345, Texas Water Development
Board (1995);
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4) it is located at least 3000 feet from Lake Travis, Lake Austin, or
any other public surface drinking water reservoir; and

(5) itislocated where the major facility will take its primary
vehicular access from a road that is or will prior to
commencement of operations at the facility be capable of
withstanding a minimum of 2,000,000 18-kip single axle loads
for a 20-year period assuming 750 trucks per day.

62.005 Special Siting Criteria: Airports
Putrescible solid waste may be processed and disposed of only in an area:

Q) greater than 10.000 feet from the runway ends of any airport at
which jet aircraft take off and land; and

(2) greater than 5000 feet from the runway ends of any other
airport.

62.006 Special Siting Criteria: Floodplains

Solid waste may be processed and disposed of only in an area that complies with
the requirements of 864.071, Travis County Code.

62.007 Variances

(a) If all requirements of this section are met to Travis County's
satisfaction, Travis County shall issue a variance for the processing
and disposal of solid waste in an area where it is otherwise declared
inappropriate and prohibited under 862.002 (a). A person seeking a
variance shall submit to the Executive Manager the following
information. The amount and detail of the information shall be
commensurate with the volume of and potential for adverse impacts
from the proposed processing and disposal activities, as determined by
the Executive Manager,

(1)  Satisfactory evidence of the impracticability of locating or having
located a facility in an area described in §862.003-62.006.

(2)  Satisfactory assurances that the facility operator will comply with
all necessary conditions and employ all necessary measures to
protect public health, safety, and welfare by mitigating any
adverse impacts on adjacent property, natural resources, and
persons who reside, work, or recreate adjacent to the facility.

3 Satisfactory evidence of the degree to which the proposed
facility or expansion will contribute to meeting the solid waste
management needs of the Capitol Area Planning Council
region.
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(b)

(d)

4) Copies of the notices of violation, notices of enforcement, final
judicial or administrative orders, agreed orders or settlements,
and all other compliance history information required under
Subchapter Q, Chapter 5, Water Code, and the rules adopted
thereunder, for the facility in question and any other facility in
the State of Texas under the control of the same operator,
supplemented by copies of any notices, of violation, notices of
enforcement, citations, indictments, final judicial or
administrative orders, agreed orders or settlements, and other
compliance history information issued or produced after the date
of the foregoing Subchapter Q, Chapter 5 Water Code,
information.

(5) A certification that written notice of the variance request,
including a request that written comments be submitted to
Travis County within 30 days, was both posted prominently at
the site of the facility and mailed to all property owners either
within 350 feet of the facility if it is a minor facility, or within 1500
feet of the facility if it is a major facility and to any homeowners
association of any neighborhood if a major facility is proposed
within 5280 feet of the neighborhood. Property ownership shall
be determined by reference to records of the Travis Central
Appraisal District.

Within 30 days after the end of the written comment period, the
Executive Manager shall issue a written determination of whether to
issue the variance under Subsection (c) below and post it on the Travis
County web site. Persons entitled to mailed notice under 862.007(b)(5)
or the person requesting the variance may file a written appeal to the
Commissioners Court within 30 days of an adverse determination by
the Executive Manager. If an appeal is filed, at the earliest practicable
date the Commissioners Court shall hold a public hearing and
determine whether to issue the variance under Subsection (d) below.

Travis County shall issue a variance order authorizing, and specially
designating as an appropriate land use, the processing and disposal of
solid waste in the area if the following requirements are met.

(1) The County finds that it is impracticable to process and dispose
of the solid waste at a facility located in an area described in
862.003-.006.

(2)  Taking into account the information described in 862.007(b)(4)
and any other significant and reliable information obtained by
the County, the County finds that there are adequate
assurances that the operator will comply with all necessary
conditions and employ all necessary measures to protect the
public health, safety, and welfare by mitigating any adverse
impacts on persons, property, and natural resources adjacent to
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the facility, and that the operator has agreed to an adequate
remediation plan that the operator shall be obligated to
implement in the event of any release of pollutants or waste
from the facility.

(3) The County finds that the facility will provide an overall public
benefit in light of the solid waste management needs of the
Capitol Area Planning Council region.

62.008 Severability

If this ordinance is declared partially void or unenforceable by an order of a court
of competent jurisdiction, the remaining parts of this ordinance shall be construed
as remaining in effect to the full degree allowed by that order.

62.009 No Implied Determinations

The exemption from this chapter of any solid waste processing and disposal
facility, or the failure of this chanter to prohibit processing and disposal of solid
waste in any particular area does not constitute the County's determination that
either such a facility or the disposal and processing of solid waste in such an
area is an appropriate land use. The County reserves the right to participate fully
in administrative and legal proceedings regarding such areas and facilities,
including but not limited to land use compatibility hearings under 8331.60 Texas
Administration Code, and to base its positions in such proceedings on the
individual circumstances of the facility or area in question, including but not
limited to a position that a permit should be amended or denied on the basis of
land use as provided by 8361.089, Health & Safety Code.
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From: Leroy Click
To: In Fact Daily
Date: 10/27/2010 8:42 AM
Subject:

Commissioners reject variances for firm seeking to recycle wastewater

Commissioners reject variances for firm seeking to recycle wastewater
By Mike Kanin

The Travis County Commissioners Court has rejected two variance requests from a Houston-based
company that is seeking to recycle wastewater byproducts. The firm, Synagro Technologies, Inc., still
hopes to apply the so-called "sewage sludge” to land that's used for pasture outside of Garfield.

The court's action came amid substantial community protest. This included a nine-page petition that,
according to County Judge Sam Biscoe, featured between 60 and 70 names. According to Travis

County Environmental Program Manager Tom Weber, Synagro has received the approval of five of
the eight residents that would be most directly affected by its program.

In denying the variance requests, the court has shrunk the acreage that Synagro is eligible to use from
485 to roughly 80. In order for the project to move forward, the Texas Commission on

Environmental Quality must first approve a series of permits for the project. It has yet to complete
that process.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Ron Davis signaled his opposition to the idea early. As part of a public
hearing on the matter, he told his colleagues that he wouldn't support the variances.

"Based on what I've heard ... (this) is overbearing and I don't think we need to grant a variance, period,"
he said.

The court also heard from some of the residents of the area. Maria Elsa Reyes told the commissioners
through a translator that she and her neighbors don't "want this project to go on."

"This project is not going to affect eight people or nine people," she continued. "It's going to affect 60."

On its Web site, Synagro calls the wastewater leftovers "a nutrient-rich organic by-product (sic) resulting

from the treatment of wastewater." It continues to detail the process that it uses to apply the stuff to
land.

"(S)olids produced during the wastewater treatment process are stabilized/disinfected to become
biosolids and can be managed in a liquid, semi-solid or solid form," the site reads. "Eventually biosolids
return to the soil in the form of fertilizers and soil amendments, where they help crops grow by

replenishing the soil. They also help preserve landfills, promote tree growth, and replace topsoil -- even
slow runoff and soil erosion.”

The two Synagro representatives who attended the hearing referred questions to the company's general

counsel, Joseph Page. Page was traveling late Tuesday afternoon when In Fact Daily attempted to
contact him.

The waste that Synagro plans to use would come from the City of Austin. The variances the company
requested were for setback distances from individual residences and the 100-year floodplain. -

After a lengthy executive session, Biscoe made the motion to deny Synagro's requests. In his findings, he
cited the company's failure to meet the burden of proof in terms of its inability to locate its project at a
different site. He also said that the firm "did not provide adequate assurances that they would mitigate
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all adverse impacts on residents and land adjacent to the site."

Biscoe told In Fact Daily that the court did the extent of what it could in terms of regulating of the site.
He added that he is still concerned about what it has left. "There are things that you can do to reduce

(the) impact,” he said. "The other thing is that with kids and families there ... even the best practices in
the world would not eliminate all of the adverse impact.”
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Sludge coming to southeastern Travis County?

AAS By Suzannah Gonzales | Tuesday, October 26, 2010, 01:57 PM

UPDATE:

Travis County commissioners voted this evening to
deny Synagro of Texas-CDR Inc.’s request for variances
to put sewage sludge from wastewater treatment on
agricultural pastureland near the community of
Garfield in southeastern Travis County.

Synagro failed to prove that the sludge could not be
located at other sites and did not assure that they
would mitigate adverse effects from the proposal,
County Judge Sam Biscoe said before the vote.

The 4-0 vote followed a discussion behind closed
doors. Commissioner Mararget Gdmez was absent for
the vote.

EARLIER:

Travis County commissioners will discuss behind
closed doors today whether to grant variances to
Synagro of Texas-CDR Inc. so that sewage sludge from
wastewater treatment can be used on agricultural
pastureland near the community of Garfield in
southeastern Travis County.

The matter was discussed during a public hearing this
morning. Commissioners may take action after
executive session this afternoon.

During the public hearing, a few residents who live in
the area spoke against the proposal and said that 60 -
people would be affected. County Judge Sam Biscoe
noted that a petition from residents has been
submitted. Site maps show that petitioners live along
Navarro Creek Road and are not among the properties
that would be affected by the proposal.

Permits for the proposal are pending with the Texas

Commission on Environmental Quality, county staff

told commissioners. One of three permits have been
approved.

The sludge would be used as “soil amendment and
substitute for inorganic fertilizer” on land totaling
about 435 acres owned by local property owners who
are providing Synagro access and permission,
according to a county memo. Synagro is requesting
variances to apply the sludge closer than the normal
setback from individual residences and within a
floodplain, but at least 200 feet from all surface
waters.

County staff advised commissioners to consider the
odor of the sludge and the nutrients that would get
into waterways that staff said would be beneficial.

Synagro expects the source of the sludge to be from
City of Austin facilities, the memo says, but the
sources could vary.

Comments

By lespruce

_ October 26, 2010 4:28 PM

send to the governor mansion there are use to the
sh_t. that flows through there. well what’s left of it.

By Helane Shields
October 26, 2010 4:35 PM

Sewage sludge contains hazardous industrial wastes
and virulent antibiotic resistant pathogens. A newly
discovered sludge threat are infectious human and

animal prions (think mad cow disease, Creutzfeldt
Jakob, etc.)

Scientists now confirm that Alzheimer’s Disease (AD) is
a transmissible priion disease suffered by 5.3 million
victims with a new case every 70 seconds.
www.sludgevictims.com/pathogens/ALZHEIMERS-CJD-
samepriondisease.pdf '

Human and animal prion diseases including AD, are
transmissible by blood, urine and feces.

“Further research by the team showed that, if
inflammation is induced in any excretory organ of the
body, prions are excreted in whatever substance the
organ excretes. ” (Dr. AdrianoAguzzi, Univ. of Zurich)
bacteriality.com/2008/05/05/prions/

The US EPA acknowledges that the wastewater
treatment process does not inactivate prions. t
reconcentrates them in the sewage sludge.

www.sludgevictims.com/pdffiles/PRIONSINSEWAGEA
NDSLUDGEPEDERSEN_ETAL.pdf

In a September 2008 report, the US EPA lists prions
eight times as one of the emerging contaminants of
concern in sludge biosolids.
www.epa.gov/waterscience/strategy/compendium.pd
f Scientists have found prions can become 680 times
more infectious in certain soils and survive for years.



Human prions are 100,000 times more infectious than
animal prions.

In the July 3, 2010 issue of VETERINARY RECORD,
renown Univ. of Wisconsin researcher Dr. Pedersen
stated: “Finally, the disposal of sludge was considered
to represent the greatest risk of spreading (prion)
infectivity to other premises.”

Sludge topdressed on grazing lands, hay fields and
dairy pastures poses risk of prion infections to wildlife
and livestock. Class A sludge “biosolids” spread in
public parks, playgrounds, and home gardens poses
prion risks to humans, including soil on greens and
vegetables, “eat dirt’ children, and family pets which
carry sludge pathogens into homes on the feet and
fur. An infective dose is so small, it is measured in
molecules.

Helane Shields, PO Box 1133, Alton, NH 03809 603-
875-3842 hshields@worldpath.net
www.sludgevictims.com

Prions in sewage sludge “biosolids”
www.sludgevictims.com/pathogens/prion.html

By Fiftycal

October 26, 2010 5:08 PM

Wow! A cut and paste “expert” tells us all about her
“faith” that “prions” cause MAD COW disease, Aids

and the heartbreak of psoriasis. Uh huh. Must be
looking for somebody to SUE!

By Helane Shields
October 26, 2010 5:55 PM

I don’t operate on “faith” - but on verifiable scientific
facts published in peer reviewed journals authored by
prion researchers who have received millions of
dollars from the Dept. of Defense, National Science
Foundation and US EPA.to study prion infectivity in
humans, animals, sewage sludge and other
environmental matrices. [“An environmental chemist,
(Dr. Joel) Pedersen joined a team of UW researchers
who in 2003 landed more than $5 million in grants
from the U.S. Department of Defense to probe the
disease. ”
www.grow.uwcalscommunication.com/2007/09/18/h
ello-world/ ]

Recent revelations that Alzheimer’s Disease is an
incurable, infectious prion disease which is
transmissible in blood, the same as Creutzfeldt Jakob
Disease, has made the issue all the more grave
because of the risk of iatrogenic transmission in

medical settings (dentistry, opthamology, surgery,
endoscopy, etc.) Autoclaving does not totally
inactivate prions on medical instruments. More drastic
chemical and other attempts to sterilize can harm or
destroy the instruments resulting in costly disposal.

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transmissiblespongiformenceph
alopathy

(prions) may be transmitted through contact with
infected tissue, body fluids, or contaminated medical
instruments. Normal sterilization procedures such as
boiling or irradiating materials fail to render prions
non-infective.

/www.rense.com/general52/um.htm

The only effective sterilization technique is steam
pressure sterilization ... However, even this method is
not foolproof. In 2001 a major hospital in Denver
reported the exposure of CID to 6 neurosurgery
patients as a result of the use of CJD contaminated
surgical instruments after autoclaving. As a result they
have changed their procedure to include disposal of all
surgical instruments used on a known or suspected
CID patient. Other medical centers are known to
double autoclave these surgical instruments.
Incineration, is also effective but obviously destroys
equipment along with the organism.

By Bitsy
October 26, 2010 8:51 PM

I don’t care what any study says or what this or that
‘expert’ says....| don’t want the s**t in my area. How
many times have you heard that it won’t smell, won't
harm pets or people, safe for food.....blah, blah, blah.
Common sense should prevail . If you don’t want it in
your own front yard, and | feel strongly that the
executive staff at Synagro or any of the Commissioners

would not want it in their yards, why would it be ok to
put in mine???

By Nick
October 26, 2010 3:16 PM

Commissioner Gomez not present? | never would have
guessed. | think she’s actually attended maybe one or
two meetings this year. Her running for reelection was
really doing a disservice to the residents of her
precinct. Alvarez would have been a much better
choice.



Jon White

I R OR
From: Jon White .
Sent: Friday, May 04, 2012 12:42 PM
To: Margaret Gomez
Cc: Edith Moreida
Subject:

Synagro - septage application projects |
Commissioner Gomez:

We have been advised by TCEQ staff that Synagro has withdrawn ALL of their se

applications. You may recall that they had a couple of ongoing applications for sites just over the county line in Bastrop
County (with just enough buffer to keep Travis County out of the SOAH hearing as an interested party)
have withdrawn the applications, the SOAH hearing is off and it appears Synagro is leaving Texas enti

ptage land application permit

. Inany case, they
rely.

Usually we get unpleasant news on Friday. This is a nice exception!

Jon White
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