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QUESTION EVERYTHING

More testing on Dillo Dirt in the future
Also, answers on selling used CDs and recycling greeting
cards.
By Peter Mongillo
AMERICAN-STATESMAN STAFF
Monday, January 12, 2009
The City of Austin treats our sewage and combines the resulting sludge (now called
biosolids) with yard trimmings to create Dillo Dirt, the compost that the city sells for use
in any type of garden. Though properly treated excrement can be a beneficial fertilizer,
many cities with similar sludge-recycling programs have created compost with
dangerously high levels of chemicals from industrial waste that was probably illegally
flushed into the public wastewater system.
The city claims Dillo Dirt is safe for use in vegetable gardens based on testing done in 2003. My
question is, is that it? One test five years ago? Did the city follow up on the recommendations outlined
in 2003? And a related question: What happens to the sludge not used in Dillo Dirt? - D.G.
Last September, Austin Water Utility's Center for Environmental Research announced it would be
receiving a three-year, $300,000 federal grant to study biosolids at the Hornsby Bend Biosolids
Management Plant in East Austin. Partnering in the project will be the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Agricultural Research Lab in Temple, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department's Environmental
Contaminants Laboratory in San Marcos and the U.S. Geological Survey's National Water Quality
Assessment Laboratory in Denver.
The research will follow up on the recommendations from the 2003 study in addition to other
research, says Jody Slagle, biosolids reuse manager at Hornsby Bend. The original recommendations
include comparing the chemical composition of products similar to Dillo Dirt as well measuring the
impact of seasonal yard trimmings (leaves vs. grass clippings) on the products.
The reason there hasn't been any follow-up until now is that the Center for Environmental Research
wanted partners that could offer additional expertise on the matter, Slagle says. He also added that
there has been an improvement in technology during the past five years that will allow for more
detailed and sensitive testing.
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All biosolids at Hornsby Bend undergo a digestion process that kills most disease organisms. Biosolids
not composted to create Dillo Dirt are used to fertilize an on-site farm where feed crops are grown.
Which shops in Austin still buy used music CDs, and what do they pay on average? I have
at least 100. I'm cleaning out my closet. - D.H.
There are many music stores in Austin that buy and sell used CDs. Prices depend on the condition of
the disc and demand, but most stores said they usually offer $1-$3. Here are a few:
• Waterloo Records, 600 N. Lamar Blvd. 474-2500
• Antone's Record Shop, 2928 Guadalupe St., 322-0660
• Backspin Records, 4631 Airport Blvd. 454-7746
• Cheapo Discs, 914 N. Lamar Blvd. 477-4499
Greeting card recycling
Reader J.W. notes that St. Jude's Ranch for Children has resumed its Card Recycling Program. Through
Feb. 28, send used cards from all occasions to Card Recycling Program, 100 St. Jude's Street, Boulder
City, NV 89005. Children at the ranch create new cards using the old ones. For more information or
to order the new cards, visit www.stjudesranch.org/help_card.php or call (800) 492-3562. Greeting
cards can also be recycled in Austin's Single Stream bins.
Contact Peter Mongillo at P.O. Box 670, Austin 78767; (512) 445-3697; e-mail
pmongillo@statesman.com or fax (512) 445-3968.
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